History 4914

Fall 2008
The Future as History

Instructor:
Matthew Connelly



623 Fayerweather Hall



mjc96@columbia.edu
854-4646

Office Hours:
Wednesdays 11-1:00 and by appointment

This course explores how people have thought about their future and tried to change it. It examines the philosophical aspects of studying history and the future, and how they are related. It begins with the origins of future thinking in eschatology and millenarian movements, the enlightenment challenge to revelation and religious authority, and utopias and dystopias. Classic texts and scholarly studies will illuminate modern approaches to shaping the future, such as socialism, imperialism, risk analysis, and “modernization” theory, and areas where they have had a particular impact, including urban planning and eugenics. 

Readings will average 250-350 pp. per week. Requirements include: 

• Regular, on-time attendance and active participation, 15%

• Weekly contributions to on-line Courseworks discussion, 15%

• One oral report on a week’s reading with a five-page written version to be distributed to the seminar in advance, 20% 

• A 20-page paper addressing a historical question chosen in consultation with the instructor, 50%
The proposed topic together with a list of at least ten sources should be e-mailed to me by October 20.

The following texts are available at Book Culture and are also on reserve at Butler. 

Robert Heilbroner, Visions of the Future: The Distant Past, Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow



Gregory Claeys and Lyman T. Sargent The Utopia Reader



J.B. Bury, The Idea of Progress
Stephen Kern, The Culture of Time and Space


Peter L. Bernstein, Against the Gods: The Remarkable Story of Risk

Richard Stites, Revolutionary Dreams: Utopian Vision and Experimental Life in the Russian Revolution (also available through E-Books)

David C. Engerman, Nils Gilman, Mark Haefele, and Michael E. Latham, Staging Growth: Modernization, Development, and the Global Cold War



Daniel Kevles, In the Name of Eugenics
Two other books, also on reserve, may be ordered from on-line retailers:



Norman Cohn, Pursuit of the Millennium
Thomas M. Disch, The Dreams Our Stuff is Made Of: How Science Fiction Conquered the World
The other readings are available on E-reserves.
Sept. 
3
Course Introduction 


10
The Politics of the Past, Premonitions of the Future

Pierre Nora, "Between Memory and History: Les Lieux de Mémoire" Representations 26 (Spring 1989): 7-25 (JSTOR)
Ashis Nandy, “History’s Forgotten Doubles,” History and Theory 34, No. 2, (May, 1995): 44-66 (JSTOR)

Robert Heilbroner, Visions of the Future: The Distant Past, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, 3-93 


17
Apocalypse and Millenarianism




Norman Cohn, Pursuit of the Millennium

Michael Adas, Prophets of Rebellion: Millenarian Protest Movements Against European Colonial Order, “Introduction” and “Prophetic Rebellion as a Type of Social Protest” (xvii-xxvii and 183-189)


24
Imagining Alternatives Here and Now

Frank E. and Fritzie P. Manuel, Utopian Thought in the Western World, “The Passion of Thomas More,” and “Bacon: Trumpeter of a New Atlantis,”115-149, 243-260




Thomas More, “Utopia,” The Utopia Reader
Francis Bacon, “New Atlantis,” The Utopia Reader  

Fredric Jameson, “The Politics of Utopia” (http://newleftreview.org/?view=2489)
Oct.

1
The Idea of Progress



J.B. Bury, The Idea of Progress, chapters 1-11 (1-116)

Frank E. and Fritzie P. Manuel, Utopian Thought in the Western World, “Condorcet: Progression to Elysium,” 487-518

Condorcet, “Sketch for a Historical Picture of the Progress of the Human Mind,” in The Utopia Reader
Carl Becker, The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth Century Philosophers, chapter four, “The Uses of Posterity”


8
A Socialist Future 
J.B. Bury, The Idea of Progress, chapters 12 thru Epilogue (217-352)
Frank E. and Fritzie P. Manuel, Utopian Thought in the Western World, “The Union of Labor and Love,” and “Marx and Engels in the Landscape of Utopia,” 581-717



Charles Fourier, “Phalanstère,” The Utopia Reader



Robert Owen, The Book of the New Moral World, selection in The Utopia Reader



Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward: 2000-1887, selection in The Utopia Reader


15
 Using the Future to Rule Backward People

Herbert Spencer, Progress: Its Law and Cause (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/spencer-darwin.html)
Michael Adas, Machines as the Measure of Men, “Attributes of the Dominant,” 199-270 (E-Books)

James Scott, Seeing Like a State, 1-83


20
PAPER TOPICS DUE


22
The History of Time and the Great Acceleration
Stephen Kern, The Culture of Time and Space
Reinhart Koselleck, Futures Past: On the Semantics of Historical Time, 198-212, 267-288



29
The Taming of Chance
Peter L. Bernstein, Against the Gods: The Remarkable Story of Risk
Nov.
5
Communist Dys/U-topia

Richard Stites, Revolutionary Dreams: Utopian Vision and Experimental Life in the Russian Revolution (also available through E-Books)

Yvgeni Zamiatin, We, selection in The Utopia Reader

George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four, selection in The Utopia Reader


10*
Planning Change, Making People Modern

David C. Engerman, Nils Gilman, Mark Haefele, and Michael E. Latham, Staging Growth: Modernization, Development, and the Global Cold War
Walt Rostow, The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto, “The Five Stages of Growth” (http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/ipe/rostow.htm)


19
The Future in Science and Fiction

Thomas M. Disch, The Dreams Our Stuff is Made Of: How Science Fiction Conquered the World

 
26
A Post-Human Future?



Daniel Kevles, In the Name of Eugenics


Francis Fukuyama, Our Posthuman Future, chapters one and six



Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, selection in The Utopia Reader
Dec.
3
Should Historians Say Anything about the Future?

David J. Staley, “A History of the Future,” History and Theory 41 (December 2002): 72-89 (JSTOR)

Bertrand Roehner and Tony Syme, Pattern and Repertoire in History, chapters one, eight, nine

Philip E. Tetlock, Expert Political Judgment, 24-120
Dec.
9
Final Paper Due
* Note Monday meeting – will occur before class dinner, time TBA





